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Army stories (War) versus women's stories (Peace) make a compelling portrait of

post-post-perestroika Russia. The message is that any war inevitably sows hatred among otherwise

peaceful people. The women's stories immerse you in the world of basic human values but also

aging, the generation gap, and violence against women.
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Natasha Perova has done it again, bringing out a superbly edited and masterfully translated

collection of male and female Russian authors (including both the Booker and Big Book prize

winners, see page 11), writing on themes of love, loyalty, violence and family. (Reviewed in Russian

Life)
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